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as master rather Sheykh Zeyn-ud-Din-i Hafi1 who was then
teaching the mystic doctrine at Aleppo. Thither accordingly
he went; but hardly had he reached that city ere he beheld
a vision in which he saw himself with a chain about his
neck being led along by Hajji Beyram. This persuaded him
that the Hajji, and no other, was his destined teacher. He
therefore set out for Angora, on arriving at the outskirts of
which he found Hajji Beyram and his disciples busy reaping
corn in a field. He went forward, took up a sickle, and began
to reap among the disciples. But the saint took no heed of
him. Not even when the disciples laid down their reaping-
hooks, and the master divided the mid-day meal among
them and among the dogs that were present with them, did
he turn to look upon his would-be follower. So Shems-ud-
Dfn, feeling this to be in punishment of his former pride,
went aside and sat among the dogs and ate with them. This
humility touched Hajji Beyram, who then called Shems-ud-
Din to him and accepted him as disciple. Under the Hajji's
guidance Aq-Shems-ud-Dfn soon attained a high level in the
Sufi lore, and this, added to his skill as a physician,
brought him a great reputation, so that when he repaired
to Adrianople, he was received with much honour by Sultan
Mehemmed. He accompanied that monarch to the capture
of Constantinople. It was during the siege of the Imperial
city that the site of the tomb of Ebu-Eyyub the Ansarf, the
Companion of the Prophet who fell during the first Muslim
assault on the Byzantine capital, was revealed in a vision
to Aq-Shems-ud-Dm. On that site Mehemmed built a mosque,
the holiest on European ground, in which ever afterwards
the Sultans of Turkey have on their accession been girt with
the sabre of the founder of their house. Mehemmed wished

1 Sheykh  Zeyn-ud-Din-i  Hafi  was  born  in  Khurasan  in  757 (1356), and
died in 838 (1435). His biography is in the Crimson Peony.